THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT & SERVICE
December 24, 2020 at 4 p.m.
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HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
The following Eucharist is adapted for a special need in a special time. It
draws on the wisdom and creative path of Tielhard de Chardin’s Mass on
the World, which begins, “Since once again, Lord...I have neither bread, nor
wine, nor altar, I will raise myself beyond these symbols, up to the pure
majesty of the real itself; I, your priest, will make the whole world my altar
and on it will offer you all the labors and sufferings of the world.”
COVER ART: The Nativity, anonymous.
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HANDBELL PRELUDE

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen
Good King Wenceslas

CHRISTMAS ACCLAMATION
All stand and sing the
OPENING HYMN (vv 1, 2, 6)

Arr. Linda Lamb
Arr. Cathy Moklebust
John 1:1-18

Once in royal David’s city

1. Once in royal David's city,
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and meek and lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

3. And through all
His wondrous childhood,
He would honor and obey,
Love and watch the lowly mother,
In whose gentle arms He lay.
Christian children all should be,
Mild, obedient, good as He.

4. For He is our child-hood’s pattern
Day by day like us He grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew,
And He feeleth for our sadness,
And He shareth in our gladness.

5. And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle,
Is our Lord in heaven above,
And He leads His children on,
To the place where He is gone.

6. Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high;
When like stars His children crowned,
All in white shall be around.

Irby
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray… O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of
your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our
Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our
Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.
People Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
The people sit

THE LESSON

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land
of deep darkness--on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people
exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 96
Cantate Domino
Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.
Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.
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He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.
All stand for the singing of the hymn and remain standing for the reading of the Gospel.

THE SEQUENCE HYMN 88 (vv 1-3, 6)
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Title:
Words:
Music:

O come, all ye faithful
John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others
Adeste fideles, present form of melody att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906
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THE GOSPEL

Luke 2:1-20

Priest The Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
People Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because
he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
Priest
All

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader In peace, let us pray to God, saying God, hear us and help us!
God of the prophets, give your church courage to speak truth, and to tell of your love.
God of the prophets, hear us and help us!
God of the angels, give your church voice to sing your presence into the world. Give
the world a freedom song, and help us to speak peace throughout the earth.
God of the angels, hear us and help us!
God of Elizabeth and Mary, give your church grace to be pregnant with hope and to
bring forth new life for a barren world.
God of our mothers, hear us and help us!
God of Zechariah and Joseph, give your church dreams and visions, and the courage
to follow them.
God of our fathers, hear us and help us!
God of the shepherds, give your church humility, and to all who sit in darkness,
alone and afraid, a light from heaven proclaiming peace.
God of the shepherds, hear us and help us!
God of the magi, give your church gifts, and the will to leave home to find you
among the poor.
God of the magi, hear us and help us!
God of the Holy Innocents, give your church power to stand against violence and to
protect the powerless.
God of the victim, hear us and help us!
God our Sovereign, you are always coming into the world. Come to us now, soon,
and forever, and let us receive you as the Child of holiness and the Wind of change,
through whom, this day, we pray. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
All

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE
An adapted version of Eucharistic Prayer B, for a time when gathering with bread and wine is
not possible.

AT THE OFFERTORY

Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella

PRESENTATION HYMN (vv 1 and 4)

Arr. Cathy Moklebust
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Title: Angels, from the realms of glory; Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt. Music: Regent Square, Henry Thomas Smart

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on
the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
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Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night before he
died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup
of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.” Therefore, according to his command, O God,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, not bread and wine, because we cannot share them this day, but
our lives, our world, our concerns, our hopes, and all of creation. We pray you
gracious God, to accept our offering of ourselves and to transform us as Jesus did the
bread and wine when he took them from his disciples, broke, blessed, and gave them
once again as a sign of their new life in him. Take us, bless us, open us, and make us
new. Unite us to your Son, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, bring all creation together with your
Christ, and bring us to your heavenly country, where with James and all your saints,
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.
By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
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Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.

THE INVITATION
Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast.

THE COMMUNION
The communion we receive is the unbroken communion of love, acceptance, and
inclusion made known to us through the life of Jesus, who is among us this day. We
are fed today by and in community, gathered together by our host, the Lord of love.
Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in this gathering of the
community he formed. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength
and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

MUSIC AFTER COMMUNION
THE BLESSING

Silent Night

Arr. Karissa Dennis
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CLOSING HYMN

Hark! the herald angels sing

1. Hark! The Herald Angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise.
Join the triumph of the skies.
With th' Angelic Hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King."
2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold Him come,
Off-spring of a Virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail, the incarnate deity
Pleased as Man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
DISMISSAL
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the New-born king!"

Felix Mendelssohn

3. Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Risen with healing in his wings,
light and life to all he brings,
hail, the Son of Righteousness!
hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King.”
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Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of
the spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Prelude and Fugue in B Major

PARTICIPANTS IN THE LITURGY
CELEBRANT – The Rev’d Robert C. Hooper, III
ASSISTING CLERGY – The Rev’d Tim R. O’Leary
ST. JAMES’S ADULT & YOUTH HANDBELL CHOIRS
ORGANIST – Vaughn Mauren
LECTOR – Natalie Lytle
INTERCESSOR – Colby Lytle

Marcel Dupré
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PARTICIPANTS IN THE PAGEANT
MOM – Abby
RUTH – Maryn
ISAAC – Calvin
STAR – Harper
MARY – Allison
JOSEPH – Carter
FIRST SHEPHERD – Lily Cate
GABRIEL – Charlotte
ROOSTER – Jane
COW – Olivia
CAT – Lyla
OWL – Ryder
SHEEP – Mack, Laurel, Rory,
Jack, and Walter
DOGS – Darcy and Aubrey
MICE – Evie, Margaret, and Faith
DONKEY – Anya
ANGELS – Louisa, Vaughn, Hattie, Kate,
Dee, Kai, Hadley, and Audrey
SHEPHERDS – Caroline, Julia Jane, Wesson,
and Camden
THREE KINGS – Avery, Claire, and Nora
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CLERGY
The Rev’d Robert C. Hooper III ............................. Rector
The Rev’d Tim R. O’Leary ........................ Assistant Rector
The Rev’d Canon Douglas T. Cooke ................ Priest Associate
The Rev’d Barry W. Miller................................. Priest Associate
The Rev’d Nancy Miller ..................................... Priest Associate
The Rev’d Canon John L.C. Mitman. .............. Priest Associate
The Rev’d Doctor Borden W. Painter Jr. .......... Priest Associate
The Rev’d Elsa P. Walberg................................. Priest Associate
The Rev’d Terry M. Wysong ............................... Priest Associate
STAFF
Mrs. Cheryl C. Batter .................................Parish Administrator
Mrs. Heidi Cotter ......................................... Financial Secretary
Mr. Leon Fraser………………………………………………….…. Sexton
Mrs. Priscilla Hooper .....................Director of Family Ministries
Mr. Vaughn Mauren .......................... Organist and Choirmaster

SERVICE SCHEDULE
SUNDAY LIVESTREAM
WORSHIP
9:30 a.m.
MORNING PRAYER
8 a.m. Wednesdays via Zoom
(link provided in bulletin, weekly
email, newsletter, & on website)

VOLUNTEER STAFF
Mr. David Thomas ........................................ Facilities Manager
Mr. Michael Sherrill ..................................... Assistant Treasurer
VESTRY
Mrs. Claire Burnett ............................................ Senior Warden
Mr. David Dynowski ...........................................Junior Warden
Mrs. Kerri Raissian ............................................................Clerk
Mr. Harry Meyer ..........................................................Treasurer
2021
Bruce Adams
Amy Messinger
Thomas Rouse
Judith Stahl

2022
Jane Good
Greg Jacobs
Chris Keesling

2023
Jerrod Bowman
Ruth Mitman
Tyler Smith
Loretta Waldman

We are a vibrant, inclusive, fun-loving, child-friendly community of faith.
No matter where you are in your journey, we welcome you to join us on ours...

Tel 860.521.9620
Fax 860.521.5756
@stjameswh

ST. JAMES’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
19 Walden Street, West Hartford, Connecticut 06107
www.stjameswh.org

